Brick by Brick
by Sue Gagliardi
Art by Nathan Sawaya

S NAP! SINCE 1947, kids from
all over the world have been building
amazing creations with Lego ® bricks.
But can you imagine getting to
play with Legos as a grownup—for
your job? A man named Nathan
Sawaya turned his love for Legos
into a career as a Lego artist.
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As a child, Nathan loved to
make all kinds of art. He would
draw cartoons, paint, sculpt, and
do magic tricks. “My parents were
always encouraging creativity when
I was young,” says Nathan. “They
gave us toys that let our imaginations
run wild.”
In 1978, at the age of five, Nathan
received his first set of Legos. He
soon transformed his family room
into a 36-square-foot “Lego City”
complete with skyscrapers, train
stations, boats, lakes, firehouses,
and restaurants—even helicopters
hanging from the ceiling!
Nathan also built a Lego pet.
“I asked my parents if I could get a
dog,” he recalls. “They said no, so
what did I do? I tore down parts of
my Lego city and built myself my
own life-size dog out of Lego bricks.
It was quite colorful, and kind of
boxy, so I called it Boxer.”
Yeah, like riding
on the spinning
buttercups and
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slide and . . .

The only ride I want
is on my brand-new
Bug-otti Motor
Scooter.
Oh, yass.
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Nathan says building Boxer made
him realize something important:
“[I] didn’t have to build what was
on the front of the box. I could use
[Legos] to build whatever I could
imagine. If I wanted to be a magician,
I could build a top hat. If I wanted
to be a rock star, I could build a
guitar. There were no limits.”
When Nathan grew up, he started
a career as a lawyer. But ever
since 2004, Nathan has been
creating three-dimensional Lego
sculptures.

Nathan’s sculptures include
people, animals, buildings, bridges,
giant pencils, and even skateboards!
Some of Nathan’s large-scale models
include a seven-foot-long replica of
the Brooklyn Bridge and a life-size
Tyrannosaurus rex, both of which
took thousands of bricks to create.
A life-size human sculpture can
take up to 25,000 bricks.
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Hey, remember last year s fair?
They had a replica, a copy or
model on a smaller scale
, of the
original, Mite Brothers Airplane.
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about using Lego bricks is
seeing someone be inspired
by my artwork to go and
pick up a few bricks and start
creating on their own.”
Nathan says he gets his inspiration
from the world around him. What
inspires you? Whether you are a
Lego builder, a painter, a clay sculptor, or a coloring master, remember
Nathan’s advice: “Follow your
dreams,” he says. “Let your imagination run wild, and keep creating.
There are no rules to art, so there is
no wrong way to do it.
So just keep creating.”

Put me in,
Coach Sawaya!

Oui! You sure had to
squint hard to zee it.
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And remember the tragic beeswax
exhibition, public display of works
of art or other items of interest?
All that work by the HoneyBee
sisters, then—BAM! A heat wave.
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close my
Lego
mouth!
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There shall always
be a soft, spot in
everybug s heart
for them.
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Art Revolution

“Art
is not optional,” says Nathan. He believes
Monumental
that art helps people of all ages to be happier, healthier,
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and smarter. He started a foundation called Art Revolution
to inspire children and adults to
discover the joy that art can
T-Rex lives. Art
bring to their everyday
Revolution will raise money to
Terracotta Warrior
keep art programs in America’s
schools and help sick people and
senior citizens through art therapy
programs. Learn more about Art
Starry Night
Revolution at artrevolution.org.
Visit brickartist.com to view the touring
schedule for The Art of the Brick and an online
gallery of Nathan’s amazing sculptures.
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It’s a block party! Play a block game.
Learn
more on page 35.
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